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The  Mayor,  Aldeirnen  and  Burgesses 
of  the  Borough  of  Beccles. 


Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  -Report  for  the  year  1941. 
EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

England 

Beccles  and  Wales 

Birth  rate  per  1000  population  14.7  *-'=■  14.2 

Still  births  per  1000  (live  and  still) 
births  18.5 

Death  rate  per  1000  population  14. 23  12.9 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  •-  ‘v 

of  age:-  • 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  28.3  -,.59 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000 
legitimate  births  ’’  3O.3 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000 
illegitimate  births  Nil 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Rate  per  1000  (live  and  still)  Birt 


Puerperal  Sepsis  O'  O.48 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  0 1*75 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  19 

Measles  (all  ages)  1 

" Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 

" Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  0 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Sanitary  Inspector 
Meat  Inspector 

They  are  part-time  Officers 


Dr.  L.  Gibson,  M.B.  , D.P.H. 
Mr.  C.  L.  Hamby,  M.I.M.C.E. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Taylor,  M. R.C.V. S. 

of  the  Counci 1 . 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 


Since  April,  1938,  infectious  diseases  have  been  treated, 
at  the  Lowestoft  Isolation  Hospital,  in  return  for  payment  of  a 
proportion  of  their  annual  charges.  One  case  was  admitted. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 


The  motor  ambulance  of  the  Beccles  Division  of  the  St. 
John  Ambulance  Brigade  is  available  for  the  removal  of  non- 
infectious  or  accident  cases..  This  service  has  proved 
adequate  and  satisfactory. 

Infectious  cases  are  removed  by  the  Lowestoft  Isolation 
Hospital  ambulance. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

The  Clinic  continues  to  progress  satisfactorily.  The 
Centre  is  at  present  at  the  Rectory  Room,  Ballygate,  and  is 
open  on  Tuesday  afternoons. 

The  following  are  comparative  figures:- 

1934  1935  193§  1937  1938  1939  1940  19£ 

Average  weekly  attendance  27  21  31-  42  3 2 29  27 

New  cases  during  year  41  29  41  66  86  38  63  85 

The  Centre  was  opened  on  50  occasions,  being  closed  for  a 

fortnight  for  cleaning.  A doctor  attended  at  49  sessions. 

There  were  56  children  under  1 year  of  age,  who  put  in  532 
attendances.  There  were  41  children  between  1.  and  5 years  of 
age,  who  put  in  842  attendances. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  property  in  the  Borough  is  inspected  from  time  to  time 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  or  myself.  One  informal  notice  was 
served. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


2175  premises  arc  supplied  by  the  Company,  deducting  45 
places  of  business  leaves  213O  houses  supplied.  The  supply 
has  been  adequate  and  satisfactory. 


The  monthly  bacteriological  examinations  give  the  following 
results 


February 

March 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

December 


Bacteria,  growing  on  Agar 
for  40  hours  at  37 °c. 
0 
0 
0 

. • 0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 


B.  Coli  absent 
in  100  c.c. 

11 

11 

11 

11 

n 

11 

11 

11 

11 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Slaughtering  has  been  restricted  to  one  slaughterhouse  in  the 
Borough. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


Under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  243  visits 
have  been  made  and  4884  carcases  have  been  inspected., 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 

Sheep  and 

Cattle  Calves  Lambs  Pigs 
Number  inspected  1340  672  2718  154 


All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  1 

Part  carcases  condemned  3 10 
Percentage  diseased  of 
number  inspected  * 23.2 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  21 
Part  carcases  condemned  139 
Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  ; 11.9 


0 1 

7 127 

1.0  4.7 


0 0 

1 0 

0.14  0 


2.6 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Cases  admitted 

Cases  notified--  to  Hospital  Deaths 


Scarlet  Fever 

> 1 

Paratyphoid  B. 

;•  2 

Cerebro- spinal  Fever 

1 

Measles 

56 

Pneumonia 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

1 

2 


AGES  OF  CANCER  DEATHS 


Males 

Females 


51,  55,  57,  60, 
bO,  65,  65,  70, 


73,  73,  74 
72,  74,  75, 


and  76. 
76,  77, 


79  and  80. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 


Deaths 


Respiratory  Non- Respiratory 


Respiratory  Non-Rcspii 


Age  Periods : - 
Under  1 year 
1-5  years 
5-15  " 

15-25  " 

25-35  ;; 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65  " 


M 


1 


F 

1 


M 


F M 


1 


On  the  Register  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  21 
respiratory  cases  (13  males  and  8 females)  and  6 non- respiratory 
cases  (3  males  and  3 females). 


During  the  year  4 respiratory  (l  male  and  3 females)  and 
4 non- respiratory  (2  males"  and  2 females)  were  added,  including 
2 notified  otherwise  than  by  notification,  i.e.  they  moved  into 
the  district. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  (continued) 


Of  those  on  the  Register  2 respiratory  (both  females) 
removed  and  2 non- respiratory  (l  male  and  1 female)  died,  leaving 
aLt«e  end  of  the  year  23  respiratory  (14  males  and  9 females)  b 
and  8 non- respiratory  (4  males  and  4 females) 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


During  the  year  there  was  a satisfactory  response  to  the 
appeal  for  treatment  and  1107  schoolchildren  and  143  children 
between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  of  age  couple ted  treatment, 
wn  an  estimated  school. population  of  1166  the  percentage  of 
schoolchildren  treated  was  941 7; 


On  an  estimated  population  of  children  under  5 of  265  the 
percentage  treated  was  53*9-  Great  credit  is  due  to  the  teachers 
and  nurses,  whose  assistance  contributed  to  the  success  of  the 
scheme. 


? ^3h  tender  ‘to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  other  Borough 
Officials  my  best  thanks  for  their  kind  assistance  during  the  year. 

I am,  Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


20th  July,  1942. 
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